2oS                                LOTH AIR.

told mamma that you were very much afraid you would
be.'

' Yes; but I tell you what, Bertha, I cannot stand any
of the ceremonies. I shall go before they begin. Why
cannot Lothair be content with receiving his friends in a
quiet way ? It is all humbug about the county. Ef he
wants to do something for the county, he can build a wing
to the infirmary, or something of that sort, and not bore
us with speeches and fireworks. Tt is a sort of thing I
cannot stand.*

And you shall not, dear Granville.   The moment yon arc.
bored, you shall go.   Only you are not bored at present.'

1 Not at present; but I expected to be.'

'Yes; so I told mamma; but that makes the present
more delightful/

The St. Jeromes were going to Italy and immediately,
Their departure had only been postponed in order that
they might be present at the majority of Lothair. Miss
Arundel had at length succeeded in her great object. They
were to pass the winter at Rome. Lord St. Jerome was
quite pleased at having made the acquaintance at dinner of
a Roman lady, who spoke English so perfectly; and Lady
St. Jerome, who in consequence fastened upon Theodora,
was getting into ecstasies, which would have been em-
barrassing had not her new acquaintance skilfully checked
her.

'We must be satisfied that we both admire Rome,' said
Mrs. Campian, f though we admire it for different reasons.
Although a Roman> I am not a Roman Catholic ; and
Colonel Campian's views on Italian affairs generally would,
I fear, not entirely agree with Lord St. Jerome's/

' Naturally,' said Lady St. Jerome gracefully dropping
the subject,- and remembering that Colonel Campian was a
citizen of the United States, which accounted in her appre-
hension for his peculiar opinions.

Lothair   who had  been watching  his opportunity  the